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a2b887a795f6 Services, employment groups warn energy ministers to heed
warnings about climate change By Elizabeth Gloster Published December 20, 2019

Mary Barghoutian The political side-show on energy was not intended to solve public
services and employment issues but was a shameful way to divert attention from the
coronavirus pandemic in a diversionary phase at a time of crisis, a council of UK and
Irish trade union and public services groups said on Thursday in an open letter to the

heads of the departments of energy and climate change. Energy ministers are
mulling whether to maintain their current statutory target of net zero emissions by
the year 2050. There are indications that the UK government will decide to stop the
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phasing down of coal-fired power stations, in order to help meet the UK’s net zero
target. Meanwhile, another pension company has written to energy ministers, asking

them to press the Department of Energy and Climate Change (Decc) to allow that
service companies should not be charged to heat and power buildings as the

coronavirus outbreak ravages the economy and the climate. Qin Renming, director of
employment and training at ShengLi, the Chinese firm that owns the PassivHaus
research laboratory in Cambridge, told the Guardian that the firm had written to
energy minister Richard Harrington about the issue of how investment in energy

performance is currently funded. “I have
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Greenland's Ice Sheet Is Now Far From Uniform A new study reveals that Greenland’s ice sheet

formed over the last 7,000 years in a complex pattern — the first to show evidence of
continental-scale, non-uniform regional ice loss. A plane flies over East Greenland. According to

a new study, the region has been losing mass since 7,000 years ago. (Photo: NASA) By
studying the sediments at depths between 10 and 1,200 meters (33,000 to 3,900 feet) on the
ice sheet, researchers report in Science that they found “the continuous presence of land-sea

interfaces from 100 kyr to present.” “We are now able to determine that in situ land-sea
patterning occurs on the Greenland Ice Sheet,” said lead author Camilo Mora, an Assistant

Professor in the Earth and Environmental Sciences Division at Columbia University’s Lamont-
Doherty Earth Observatory. Mora said the land-sea interfaces were almost impossible to see
from satellite measurements and that the ice sheet is actually “the most land-locked part” of
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the planet. “This is the first time where we have found that there are really discontinuities, and
also that they occur continuously throughout the entire Greenland Ice Sheet,” Mora said. The

ice sheet lies over Greenland’s northern coast between Denmark and the North Pole. Like other
ice sheets, it has gained and lost large amounts of ice in the past. From the
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