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American lawyer and the first woman admitted to practice law in the state of Hawaii. She was
admitted in 1966 and is best known for successfully representing Michael Moniz, the state's first
convicted multiple murderer, and the first person to be executed by the state of Hawaii. Early life
and education Casson was born on September 23, 1943, to Charles and Sylvia Casson in Fresno,
California. She had a normal childhood and was a good student. She attended Fresno State College
(now Fresno State University), receiving a bachelor's degree in business administration in 1964.
Casson moved to Honolulu, Hawaii in 1964, and in 1966, she was admitted to the State of Hawaii
Bar Association. She was the first woman to be admitted to the State Bar. She received her law
degree from the University of Hawaii School of Law in 1968, and became a practicing lawyer. Legal
career Casson is best known for representing Michael Moniz, the state's first convicted multiple
murderer, and the first person to be executed by the state of Hawaii. She was deputy public
defender from 1968 to 1972, when she was appointed as the first female Deputy Public Defender by
the Honorable John P. Wilson. Her most notable cases during this time period include representing
Michael Moniz, who was executed by the State of Hawaii on March 14, 1976. From 1972 to 1975,
Casson worked as an assistant public defender in the Federal Defender Office of the U.S. District
Court. She returned to the state bar as the first female full-time deputy public defender in 1975. Her
notable cases as the deputy public defender included defending the life of Mary Ann Nowara.
Nowara was accused of killing her husband and one of his friends. Nowara was convicted and
sentenced to life imprisonment with the possibility of parole. Casson successfully appealed the
conviction on the grounds that the jury's decision was based on some evidence of self-defense;
however, the Court of Appeals upheld the conviction. Her other high-profile cases as the Deputy
Public Defender included representing Ellery Guinan, who was accused of murdering his wife; in this
case, Casson was successful in having the charge reduced to manslaughter. She also successfully
represented Janet Guinan, the daughter of Ellery Guinan, on the appeal for her manslaughter
conviction. From 1985 to 1988, Casson served as the defense attorney for Vernon Jordan, a former
member of the United States Congress. Casson filed a motion to dismiss the indictment against
Jordan on the grounds that the trial was impermissibly delayed, and this resulted in a reversal of the
convictions against Jordan. Casson was the Deputy Public f988f36e3a
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